Pentecost – John 20:19-23
From Acts of the Apostles, Pentecost, was the festival celebrated 50 days after Passover, when the Jews thanked God for the harvest and for the Law.  The apostles and the relatives of Jesus were awaiting the promise of the Father.  Pilgrims had come from every corner of the Empire to celebrate this feast.  God chose this time to fulfil Joel’s prophecy of the last days.  The wind and fire recalled the giving of the Law at Sinai.  The many languages that were understood cancelled out the confusion of Babel.  God’s creative Spirit that moved over the waters in Genesis, the Spirit that inspired the prophets, the Spirit promised as a source of renewal in the future, was poured out over renewed Israel.
Jesus breathed the Spirit on to his disciples, just as God had breathed the breath of life into the first man who thus became a living being.  Thus, his disciples received the eternal life promised so often in this gospel.  Thus, Jesus baptized them with the Holy Spirit.
At the Last Supper, Jesus explained to the disciples about the Paraclete that would represent to them his own continuing presence, once he had returned to the Father.  This Paraclete was the Spirit of truth.  He would be their teacher and would testify on behalf of Jesus.  He would come from Jesus to prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment.  The Spirit in today’s gospel is associated particularly with the forgiveness of sins.  This includes not only sins committed before Baptism, but post-baptismal sins too.
Saint Gregory the Great writes, “Unless the Spirit is present in the hearer’s heart, the teacher’s word, that is Jesus speaking to us in the gospels, is useless!”  The action of both Christ and the Spirit becomes lively in the soul through the virtues of faith, hope, and charity, as well as the effects of the seven gifts of the holy Spirit: wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and the fear of the Lord.  Gregory sees the virtues as the means by which we are led back from our present dispersion in the distractions of the exterior world into the interior realm where God can be briefly glimpsed.  The role of the seven gifts is to deepen and perfect the divine action that flows into the soul through the virtues.
So, who is this Spirit, the most nebulous of the Trinity, who is usually pictured as a white dove or a cloud, or even as a ghost, as the German name translates, Heiligen Geitzis?  The Holy Spirit seems to play such an important role in the Church, and even in our personal lives, that it feels to me that this person of the Holy Trinity works mainly behind the scenes.
The most important point is that the Holy Spirit is a person, like God the Creator or Father and Jesus the Redeemer or Son.  When we celebrate the Eucharist, Jesus is present in the Assembly, the Word, and in the Blessed Sacrament.  After the Liturgy of the Word we address God the Father in our celebration of the Liturgy of the Meal.  It is the Holy Spirit who is ever present in our lives and in the celebrations of the sacraments.  God the Creator, of course, is all present and always present, even though it seems difficult at times to detect God’s presence at all.
I really don’t know of any saint or person who has had a personal relationship with God the Holy Spirit.  Some like to name the Holy Spirit, Sophia, from the Book of Wisdom, because of its feminine-sounding ending.  Since the Charismatic Movement the importance of the Holy Spirit has taken on a greater importance that lingers even today.  
There is one saint, Ignatius of Lyola, who encourages us to rely on the Holy Spirit when we need to make important decisions in our lives and in discerning the good and bad spirits in those decisions.  As we celebrate Pentecost and are sent out into the world like the first apostles and disciples, and we are reminded how we might best spread the name of Jesus through our lives and actions.  The method is simple.  After making the decision in prayer, wait a few days, longer for more important decisions.  If the decision is from good spirits, we will usually be left with a feeling of peace, otherwise a bad decisions will leave us with anxiety.
Today we need the help of the Holy Spirit in our lives especially in making decisions on how to move forward with all the challenges that face us throughout the day.

