2

St. Francis de Sales Parish
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, September 16, 2025  7:00 P.M.
SFdS School Cafeteria    

Present: John Bruening, Lee Burroughs, Rosemary Byes, John Mitchell,        
               Father Mike Nartker Woody Widman and Bro. Pal Hoffman.

Absent: Mary Kishman and Joe Nurre.

Guest Presenters: Debbie Young and Christina Martich

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.

Bro. Paul opened the meeting with prayer.

Delores Staples Award

Debbie Young spoke and proposed establishing The Delores Staples Good Citizenship Award which would be awarded to one eighth grade boy and girl who has displayed outstanding citizenship. These students would be chosen by their fellow eight grade classmates by a blind ballot. Each would receive a certificate and two gift cards worth $50.00 each. One would be for their own use and one to be given to someone of their choice who they feel is deserving of it. The yearly expenditure would be $200.00. The funds would come from the parish. A plack would be hung in the school cafeteria honoring Mrs. Staples and designated places where the award winners can my placed for years to come. Delores is aware of this award and is in full agreement with it. Woody Widman said he would look into acquiring a plack. The Council was in full agreement with this plan.

Youth Minister Request

Christina Martich spoke and discussed the parish hiring a youth minister. She has noticed since she has been a member of the parish the increase in younger families with children. She knows the value of special care and formation the children can benefit from on a Sunday morning. As a means of giving the young the care they would most benefit from and what could keep our new young families in the parish, she proposes we use funds from the Dr. Rae Hartman gift and hire a part-time youth minister. She shared her experience of how a youth minister benefited St. Anthony Parish when she was a member there. A position description of this youth minister would need to be developed, and a salary level would need to be identified and who would the minister report to in the parish. John Mitchell said there is a question on the Synod survey addressing our ministering to youth and that it could offer valuable information regarding the need for this minister.  Council was in full agreement for this to be investigated further. Finally, it was suggested that the former HELP Program office space could be one used by the future youth minister and a program.

Finance Update

John Mitchell reported that Gloria Sweet is working to get financial reports up-to-date for review by next month’s Finance and Pastoral Council meetings. John is gathering information from Nativity Elementary School and Neal Townsand is doing his own research to see how St. Francis de Sales School can process electronically the Ed Choice vouchers (EFT’s). This process could aid in swiftly processing these monies and avoid future cash flow problems. It is planned that the parish financial report for fiscal year 2025 can be prepared and presented to the parish on Sunday, October 26 at both masses. It cannot be understated how the financial gifts from Father Thomas Bokenkotter and Dr Rae Hartman have benefited the parish. John also complemented Debbie Young and the Marianist Spirit Committee for their organization and planning for the Thomas Bokenkotter Social Justice Awards.

Step Repair Requote

John Bruening reported that the parish is no longer considering the quote from Polypro for the repair of the church side entrance ramp and steps. When the cost increased from $6,530 to roughly $12,000 it was clear the church needed to go another direction. LRT Restoration Technologies is being considered a company to do the ramp repair and treatment.  The sink holes around the parking area by the school have been repaired.  

John said the following projects have been completed and closed: school roof, Purcell Marian High School sewer repair, church interior, electrical work, audio work, church plastering repairs, and scaffolding. 

Window Update/HVAC

John Bruening reported the final measurements of the school windows done by McAndrews Windows And Glass will be done tomorrow. At that point the proposals can be prepared for the parish. The parish can expect them in the next couple of weeks. The goal remains to begin the installation of the windows in the spring of 2026. 

Regarding the HVAC system, the contractors are looking at our circuits to ensure that they have enough power. The proposals from Enervise, Perfection GRP and DeBra-Kuempel will be available next month.




Parish Updates/Beacons Of Light

Father Mike reported he is working on the third year Beacon Of Light Report for the parish. This report will be due on November 1, 2025.

Brother Paul reported that recent Marianist Presentation made by Brother Tom Redmond, S.M. and the gatherings to discuss the book White Catholic’s Guide To Racism And Privilege were well attended and will continue in the months to come. This Sunday will be the collection for Gaza requested by the United States Conference Of Catholic Bishops. The DeSales Campus meetings are addressing the ongoing parking issues in our parking areas. September 28 is Synod Sunday, the day parishioner will be asked to fill out a survey regarding our parish life and how it can be enhanced through ongoing listening. Sunday attendance though August is up eight hundred from the same point through August 2024. 

This meeting of the Pastoral Council was adjourned at 8:05 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,   

 
Bro. Paul Hoffman, S.M.  
Recorder For This Meeting
